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                   Washington, D.C. - Congressman Todd Akin, a member of the House Armed
Services Committee, said today that he was proud of H.R. 4200, the Defense Authorization Act
for FY 2005, and the priorities set by the bill.

     

"This bill is a strong commitment to provide the United States military with the modern weapon
systems it needs to fight the global war on terror," said Akin.  "It also is a commitment to military
personnel with an across-the-board pay raise and improvements to veteran and survivor
benefits."

   

The House began debate on the conference report today, and it is expected to pass late this
evening or Saturday.

  

The bill authorizes $447.2 billion in budget authority for the Department of Defense and the
national security programs of the Department of Energy, including $25 billion to support the
Global War on Terror's operational costs, personnel expenses and procurement of equipment.

  

"I am also very proud of the authorization of billions of dollars in weapon systems which will be
built here in St. Louis, including $357 million in funding for further research on Boeing's new
electronic attack aircraft which is a project that I have long championed," said Akin.  "Boeing's
new EA-18 G will ensure that the U.S. Navy will have the best and most modern jamming and
electronic attack capabilities.  It will mean greater battlefield effectiveness as well as greater
pilot survival rates.

  

"In addition, the funding obtained for St. Louis-based projects will not only bolster our country's
military, but will also boost our regional economy and provide employment for men and women
throughout our area," Akin noted.

           Along with the EA-18 G, other funding for St. Louis based projects includes:       
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        Boeing's Future Combat Systems        $2.9 Billion    
         Boeing's F/A-18 E/F      $2.9 Billion    
        Boeing's EA-18 G      $357 Million    
         Boeing's T-45 Goshawks     $306 Million    
        Boeing's C-17 Globemaster     $2.9 Billion     
        Boeing's F-15 Eagle Mods
  R&amp;D/Procurement      $129/$206 Million    
         Boeing's Joint Unmanned Aerial Vehicle     $222 Million for R&amp;D   
        ESSI's Chem/Bio Defense Program      up to $289Million R&amp;D/Procurement    
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